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I have thought it right to give this explanation of
what I formerly said.

If you should think that I may be received into the
Church. without delay, I would venture to express a
wish that it might be on the 8th of Sept., the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin ; it would be a great pleasure to
me to be able to connect the greatest event in my own
life with one of her Feasts. You will, I suppose, be
back in London by that time, and I should propose to
go up to Town a day or two before, to have some final
conversations with you. But of course I must leave
all this to your better judgment.

I would still ask you, however, to keep the step which
I am about to take secret a little longer, as I have a
few relations and friends to whom I am most anxious
to announce it myself, before it gets, as I suppose it
will do, into the newspapers. It would be very painful
to me that they should hear it first from that source*
I am sure you will understand this. ... I have now
only to thank you for the patience with which you have
borne with me, and for all your kindness, for which I
shall ever be most grateful; and to beg you to pray
for me that it may please God to support me in the
trials that now lie before me, and from which I cannot
deny that I greatly shrink.

From Father Dalgairns

2* ON THE MODE OF RECEPTION.   THE VULGATE AND
OTHER DOCTRINAL POINTS

August 30 [1874].

I arrived here on Friday evening and found your
letter on my table the next morning, I need hardly say
that the reason which you assign for putting off your
reception till the 7th is quite sufficient. This is quite
consistent with your making your first Communion on
the 8th. Your Confession will not probably take more
than a quarter of an hour, is commonly done by
interrogations, and a Priest accustomed to the work will
easily elicit it in that time, I should not consider a
person's reception complete till he has received abso-
lution and conditional baptism, so that you might make
your confession previous to the 8th, and be absolved